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Saxony closes further schools of Sorbian minority

The Government of Saxony has announced further closures of Sorbian minority schools. The actions of 
Saxon Government contravene international agreements as well as standards set by European Union for the 
protection of national minorities of which the Federal Government of Germany is a signatory.

In light of this scandalous move by the Government of Saxony two members of the European Parliament 
Mr. Sylwester Chruszcz from Poland and Mr. Jaromir Kohlicek from the Czech Rep. have tabled a parliamen-
tary question to the European Commission regarding the continuous closure of Sorbian minority schools. 

The signing of the parliamentary question took place in the Sorbian village of Chrósćicy/Crostwitz on the 
60th anniversary of the end of World War II. This village is well known from the fi rst closure of Sorbian middle 
school in 2001 which sparked an international protest as well as intervention of the European Parliament to 
no avail of Sorbian parents and pupils and which was full disregarded by the Government of Saxony.

Today there is circa 60,000 Sorbs living in Germany in the region called Lusatia which is divided between the 
State of Saxony and the Land of Brandenburg. The Sorbs are an indigenous Slavic people of this region and 
their language is listed on the endangered list of European languages.
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